Conference with Students
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Use the Language of Helpful Response

When you start by celebrating the whole writing piece and noting what the writer
has done well, other students will want to try what that writer has done. {Make
sure your praise is not overfocused on particular aspects of the craft of writing.)
Use the exact words of the writer whenever possible.

Start with What the Writing Does
[ love the way your first sentence. . . .

[ could picture exactly how. . . .

When you said [blank], I felt. . ..

Your dad is going to treasure this piece because. . . .

[ noticed that. . . .

[ really like the way you used conversation to let the reader know exactly how
you felt. It seemed as if I were right there in the room with you.
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Then Move to What the Writing Has

1 You tried out conversation.

O You skipped lines so you could add in eastly.

T You spaced your words, which makes it easy for the reader to read your message.
[ like the way you used the word [blank] instead of [blank].

Encourage Your Youngest Writers and Your Developing Writers

I like how you were stretching out your sounds as you wrote.

I saw you looking at the word wall to figure out a word. Good for you.

You're spacing better between words. That makes it easier for the reader.

You drew your picture first, and that got you going on your story.

[ noticed you were using your reading finger to be sure your voice and your
words matched.
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I love the way your picture has lots of information in it.
You're continuing your story from yesterday. That’s great.

Say your words slowly as you write them. That will help you hear more sounds.

Use Language that Encourages and Clarifies

O I really like how you. . .. |
O So you're saying. . . . What It Sounds Like to Focus on Cﬂntent‘ | | a
0 Perhaps you could try. . . . 1 Think about how you can begin your writing so your reader knows exactly w
Can you say more about. . . ? you're writing about. | | X & &
How about if you. . .? O When you get stuck. read over what you've wi*mfen so far. You rmight nee
1 You mught u;anr o S reread a few times to get 1deas to get gaing ﬁ?gazil. | - N *.
B 7l T L 1 Sometimes it’s easier to hear how your writing sounds if you quietly read it Oul
O Let’s try this together. . . . loud to yourself. | |
] Make sure your writing maxes sernse and is easy to understand.
O Always keep your reader in mind as you are writing. |
O I noticed you tried . . . when vou got stuck. That’s what good writers do. E
O [ saw you reading over what you wrote yesterday before you started writing
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today. That helps your thinking get going and helps you decide what you

ro say next. Good for you. - }L
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