
 

 

 

“This is the branch of learning that defines and classifies, draws logical 

consequences, formulates conclusions, and distinguishes the true from the 

false.  ...it is the art and science of reasoning: which is not only supremely 

useful for evaluating arguments of all kinds but also offers its devotees a 

noble satisfaction which merits the name of wisdom.” 

 

– Cicero, Tusculan Disputation V 

 

 

 

“Only give any of us that you please some illiterate person for an antagonist, 

and he will not find out how to treat him.  But when he hath a little moved 

the man, if he happens to answer beside the purpose, he knows not how to 

deal with him any further; but either reviles or laughs at him, and says ‘He is 

an illiterate fellow: there is no making anything of him.’  But a guide, when 

he perceives his charge going out of the way, doth not revile and ridicule and 

then leave him; but leads him into the right path.  Do you also show your 

antagonist the truth, and you will see that he will follow.  But till you do 

show it, do not ridicule him; but rather be sensible of your own incapacity.” 

 

– Epictetus, Discourses Book II Chapter 12  

 

 


