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Professor: 
Steve Scher

Office:
Physical Sciences 3143
www: 
ux1.eiu.edu/~sjscher


Office Ph:
581-7269

Home Ph:
239-4262
Email:
sjscher@eiu.edu

Office Hours:
Mondays 1:45 to 3pm; Tuesdays 9:30 to 11 am; Thursdays, 3:15 to 4:30 pm

Learning Goals: The goals of this class are:
(1) To introduce you to some of the theories, ideas, and methods that social psychologists have developed to understand how people’s thoughts, feelings, and behaviors, are affected by their social environment.

(2) To teach you to recognize social psychological phenomena in your daily life.

(3) To teach you to be able to apply scientific thinking to understanding your own behavior and the behavior of others.

Teaching Methods:

The majority of our in-class time – especially after the first two weeks of class – will be taken up by in-class demonstrations and discussions.  Reading in the textbook Social Psychology Alive by Breckler, Olson, and Wiggins will be a crucial supplement to your knowledge.

There will also be two types of ‘at-home’ activities that are required.  There will be four short ‘reaction’ papers.  You will also be required to complete an ‘incident report’ most weeks.  These reports will be due each Tuesday starting on Feb 10.  Incident reports will ask you to relate some incident from your life – past or present – to the current topic of class.

Class Grade:

Grades in this class will be based on (a) 3 exams (100 points each/300 points total), (b) 4 reaction papers (30 points each/150 points total), (c) 11 incident reports (14 points each/154 points total).  Final grades will be based on the following scale:
Students earning 540 points or more in the class will get an A.

Students earning 480 or more points will get at least a B

Students earning 420 or more points will get at least a C.

Students earning 360 or more points will get at least a D.

Students earning fewer than 360 points will fail the class.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1If you have to miss an exam: The earlier you can tell me that you need to miss an exam, the better.  If you have to miss an exam for whatever reason, and let me know before the scheduled day of the exam, I will generally not require an explanation.  You will have to take the exam before the scheduled date of the exam.  (If this is not an excused absence, this will affect your attendance grade).

However, if an emergency arises, and you have to miss an exam unexpectedly, the only fair thing for me to do is to require you to provide some proof of why you missed your exam.  If such a circumstance does arise, please (a) contact me as soon as possible and (b) get some sort of proof about where you were.  My goal is to make it possible for everyone to do well in this class.  However, it must be done in a way that is fair to everyone.  Therefore, I will insist on some sort of evidence as to why you missed the exam.

Tentative Class Schedule and Required Readings
	Date
	Topic
	Required Reading

	Jan 13
	Introduction
	This Syllabus

	Jan 15
	What is Social Psychology
	Chapter 1

	Jan 20
	What is Social Psychology
	

	Jan 22
	Research Methods in Social Psychology
	Chapter 2

	Jan 27
	Methods – pt 2
	

	Jan 29
	Introduction to Incident Reports
	

	Feb 3
	Ethics in Social Psychology Research
	

	Feb 5
	The Stanford Prison Experiment
	

	Feb 10
	The Ethics of the SPE
	

	Feb 12
	EXAM 1
	

	Feb 17
	Social Cognition
	Ch 3

	Feb 19
	Social Cognition
	

	Feb 24
	Social Cognition
	

	Feb 26
	Social Perception
	pp 113 - 126

	Mar 3
	Social Perception
	

	Mar 5
	Social Perception – The Self
	pp 126 - 176

	Mar 10
	The Self
	

	Mar 12
	The Self
	

	Mar 16 – 19
	Spring Break
	

	Mar 24
	TBA
	

	Mar 26
	EXAM 2
	

	Mar 31
	Attitudes 
	Ch 6

	Apr 2
	Attitudes 
	

	Apr 7
	Attitude Change
	Ch 7

	Apr 9
	NO CLASS
	

	Apr 14
	Attitude Change
	

	Apr 16
	Stereotypes, Prejudice & Discrimination
	Ch 9

	Apr 21
	Prejudice continued
	

	Apr 23
	Love, Liking & Relationships
	Ch 13

	Apr 28
	Love etc 
	

	Apr 30
	Love etc
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