 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1English society under the rain of Queen Elizabeth I and Charles I was at a crossroads. Popular rebellions, enclosure riots, grain riots, chariveris, and countless witch trials were taking place all over the country, leaving the upper classes dumbfounded and utterly confused about how to solve the problem of crime, poverty, and an increasingly defiant lower class. Why was the peasantry rebelling and turning to crime during this period one might ask? Well this is a complicated question, one that is still argued amongst historians today. Both Peter Clark, author of The European Crisis of the 1590's, and Steve Rappaport, author of Worlds within Worlds: Structures of Life in Sixteenth Century London, understand a great deal about crime and social disorder within 16thcentury London. This being said, they have extremely different views concerning the health and state of London society. Another 16thcentury London historian, Ian

W. Archer, in his book the Pursuit of Stability: Social Relations in Elizabethan London, points out Clark's conclusion that "at certain times, as in London in 1595, it seems like the whole fabric of urban community might be about to disintegrate." On the other hand, Archer discusses the fact that Rappaport "stresses the essential orderliness of the capitol" and he "emphasizes the short duration of the disturbances in 1595, the lack of casualties, the absence of damage to property,

and the relative calm of the city in subsequent years." These are the two key arguments in the historian's attempt to answer the question concerning if late 16th, early 17thcentury was a lawless

society, or an orderly one.

