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An analysis of local life and justice within the shires, towns, and villages during the early modern period of England prior to the Caroline Civil Wars indicates how life was ordered and structured and how at times descended into disorder and chaos. Early modern England faced a "cris[es] of order" as "excessive population growth, inflation, land shortage, poverty, vagrancy," and also to some extent, religious discord eroded the social structure that depended on maintaining a strict hierarchal adherence.
 Lawrence Stone queries "were our forefathers in the medieval and early modern period very much more prone to violence than ourselves, or were they not?"
 The correlation of statistics from a study of violence over such a long period of time is very hard to decipher given the changes in the reporting of crimes and the way that justice was meted out. Yet from a survey of a few events from the late medieval and early modern periods of England it can be deduced that there were varying degrees of violence when it came to disputes that were confronted by interpersonal means or by mob action.
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