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Education:

Ph.D.  University of Rochester.  1995

M.A.  University of Rochester.  1993

B.A.  Susquehanna University.  1990.  Summa cum laude.  Political Science Honors.  University Honors.  Major: Political Science.  Minor: English.

Professional Experience:

Professor.  Department of Political Science.  Eastern Illinois University.  August 2003-present.

Associate Professor.  Department of Political Science.  Eastern Illinois University.  August 1998-2003.  (Tenure awarded in May 2001)

Assistant Professor.  Department of Political Science.  Eastern Illinois University.  August, 1995-1998.

Departmental Fellow.  Department of Political Science.  University of Rochester.  September 1990-May 1994.

Teaching & Advising:
Eastern Illinois University:

American Government & the U.S. Constitution (regular and honors sections)

American Presidency

Graduate Seminar on Congress

Environmental Politics and Policy

Graduate Seminar on Public Policy

Interest Groups

Model Illinois Government

Techniques of Political Analysis

Introduction to Political Research
Senior Seminar:  The Politics of Human Rights

Undergraduate Academic Advisor

Graduate Comprehensive Exams Committees:  American Government, Public Administration & Public Policy

University of Rochester (Instructor/Teaching Assistant)

American Presidency

American Political Systems

Congressional Politics

European Political Systems

Introduction to Statistical Methods

Multivariate Statistical Analysis

Fields of Interest:

American Politics:
Women & politics, legislative processes & behavior, public opinion & group behavior

Public Policy:

Public opinion & public policy, environmental policy

Publications:
“The Country Is Run by a Few, Powerful Interests.” 2005.  In Debating the Issues: American Government and Politics.  Ed. Robert Watson.  Kendall Hunt. 

“Where Do I Go?: The Frustration of Inter-Jurisdictional Air Quality Regulation.”  2004.  In Managing Environmental Policies: A Casebook.  Eds. Robert Watson, Dwight Kiel, and Stephen Robar.  Krieger Publishing.  With Jeffrey S. Ashley. 

“The American Meat Institute.” 1999.  In The Encyclopedia of Interest Groups and Lobbyists in the United States.  Ed. Immanuel Ness.  Armonk, NY:  M.E. Sharpe.

“National Cattlemen’s Beef Association.” 1999.  In The Encyclopedia of Interest Groups and Lobbyists in the United States.  Ed. Immanuel Ness.  Armonk, NY:  M.E. Sharpe.

“Alienation and the Soccer Mom:  A Media Creation or a New Trend in Voting Behavior?” 1998.  In Engaging the Public: How the Government and Media Can Reinvigorate American Democracy.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman and Littlefield.  With Barbara L. Poole.

Book Reviews & Encyclopedia Entries:
“Ducks Unlimited.” Forthcoming. In The Encyclopedia of Environmental History. Ed. Robert Thompson. New York: Facts on File. With Brittany Hoerdeman.
“The National Rifle Association.” Forthcoming. In The Encyclopedia of Environmental History. Ed. Robert Thompson. New York: Facts on File. With Brittany Hoerdeman.
“The Wilderness Society.” Forthcoming. In The Encyclopedia of Environmental History. Ed. Robert Thompson. New York: Facts on File. With Brittany Hoerdeman.
“Bill Sponsorship & Co-Sponsorship.” 2006.  In The Encyclopedia of the United States Congress.  Ed. Robert Dewhirst.  New York:  Facts on File.  With Carmen Allen.

“PACs” 2006.  In The Encyclopedia of the United States Congress.  Ed. Robert Dewhirst.  New York:  Facts on File.  With Michael Woods.

“A Logic of Expressive Choice,” by Alexander Schuessler.  Book review for the  Journal of Political Ecology.   Volume 8.  2001. http://dizzy.library.arizona.edu/ej/jpe/volume_8/701Mueller.html. 

Presentations at Professional Conferences:
“Candidate Gender and Campaign Messages: Exploring Strategies Used in the 2006 House Races.” Paper to be presented at the 2007 American Political Science Association Annual Meeting. With Erika Cornelius.

“Service Learning From Scratch:  Developing a Service Learning Program in a Rural Community,” Teaching Professor Conference.  Nashville, TN.  2006.  With Barbara L. Poole.

“More Women Are Running, But Are They Winning?  Women Candidates for U.S. House Seats in 2004,” Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 2005 Annual Meeting, Chicago.  With Barbara L. Poole.

“A New Year of the Woman?  Women Candidates for U.S. House Seats in 2004,” Paper presented at the Southern Political Science Association 2005 Annual Meeting, New Orleans.  With Barbara L. Poole.  (Nominated for the Marion Irish Award for best paper in women and politics)
“Is There a Gender Gap in County Government Elections?”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 2003 Annual Meeting, Chicago.

“Deciding to Run: Candidate Selection, Recruitment and the Gender Gap in Illinois.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 2002 Annual Meeting, Chicago.

“To Kiss or Not to Kiss: The Politics of the Gender Gap and the 2000 Presidential Election.” Paper presented at the Special Women and Politics Section of the American Political Science Association 2001 Annual Meeting, San Francisco.  With Barbara L. Poole.

“Campaign Hurdles and Barriers: The Experiences of Women Who Ran for the Illinois General Assembly in 1998.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 2000 Meeting.  Chicago.  With Barbara L. Poole. 

“Feisty, Perky, Small and Lively: Gender Differences in Media Coverage of a State Legislative Race in Illinois.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 1999 Annual Meeting.  Chicago.  With Barbara L. Poole.

“The Gender Gap and Public Opinion: Analyzing Political Attitudes and Beliefs Among Political Activists.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 1998 Annual Meeting.  Chicago.  With Barbara L. Poole.

“The Angry Female Voter: A Media Creation or a New Trend in Voting Behavior?”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 1997 Annual Meeting.  Chicago.  With Barbara L. Poole.

“Senate Voting Behavior and the Reelection Constituency: Comparing Abortion and Domestic Spending Bills.”  Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association 1996 Annual Meeting.  Chicago.

“Constituency Opinion and Senate Voting: Predicting Agreement Across Issues.”  Paper presented at the American Political Science Association 1994 Annual Meeting.  New York.

Student Research Mentoring:
Graduate Thesis Advisor:
Amber Williams, “Off theWelfare Rolls and Back Into Poverty: A Look at 11 Years of United States Welfare Reform.” 2007.

Richard Caldwell, “Congressional Behavior Related to Marijuana Policy.”  2006.
Carmen Allen, “Women Representing Women’s Interests in Congress.” 2004

Recipient of 2004 College of Sciences Graduate Student Investigator Award.
Murray Leith, “Roll-Call Analysis of Senate Voting on Immigration Law,” 1997.
Graduate Thesis Committee Member:
Erika Cornelius, 2006.

Melissa Trueblood, 2006.

Jamie Bolander Weitl, 2005.

Jim Arndt, 2003.

Victoria Chipoka, 2003.
Joe Robbins, 2003.

Corey Wilson, 2002.

Chris Andrews, 2002.

Departmental Honors Thesis Advisor
Carolyn Beck, “Women Candidates in Gubernatorial Races.” 2007.

Ryan Berger, “State Legislative Elections in Illinois.” 2005-2006. 

Recipient of a 2005 Undergraduate Summer Research Grant. 
Kathleen Cox, “Education Funding Inequity in Illinois Public Schools,” 2001-2002
Recipient of a 2001 Undergraduate Summer Research Grant.
Jennifer Oxford, “Traditional vs. Female Pressure Groups,” 1997-1998.
Other Research Mentoring
Ryan Berger, “Past Political Experience and Its Relationship to Higher Office,” 2004 Undergraduate Social Science Writing Award, 3rd Place.
Lisa Fogerson, “Implementing Strong Governmental Policy:  The Role of Government in Preventing Terrorism,” 2004 Undergraduate Social Science Writing Award, 3rd Place.
Trisha Miller, “The October Debates: Who Benefits From Them?” 2001 College of Sciences Scholars in Undergraduate Research Excellence Award and 2001 Undergraduate Social Science Writing Award, 2nd place.
Clay Weidner, “Media Bias in the Presidential Nomination Race,” 2000 College of Sciences Scholars in Undergraduate Research Excellence Award and 2000 Undergraduate Social Science Writing Award, 2nd place.
Amanda Furlan, “Watergate and Public Attitudes About Politics,” Undergraduate presenter, 2000 Illinois Student Political Science Conference.
Awards & Grants:
Received Faculty Development Grant to attend the 2006 Teaching Professor Conference in Nashville, TN.

Received 3 credit-unit course-load reduction for research project on service learning during the Fall semester, 2006.

Represented the College of Sciences at the 2005 Teaching Professor Conference in Schaumburg, IL.

Nominee, Marion Irish Award for best paper in women and politics, 2005 Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting

Sabbatical, Eastern Illinois University, Fall 2004.

Faculty Achievement and Contribution Award, Eastern Illinois University, Teaching, AY 2002-03, AY 2003-04; Balanced Area AY 1997-1998.
Visiting Scholars Award, College of Sciences, 2002.

Nominee, Outstanding Faculty Award, College of Sciences, 2000, 2002.

Nominee, Lida Wall Faculty Mentor Award, College of Sciences, 2002.

Nominee, Teacher-Scholar Award, College of Sciences, 2001.

Nominee, Distinguished Honors Faculty Award, 1998, 2006.

Small Grant Award, College of Sciences. 1995, 1999.

External, University & College Service:

External/Community Service:
Presenter, “Climate Change.” February 2007. Charleston First Presbyterian Church. Charleston, IL.

Moderator, “Straddling Fences:  Public vs. Private Rights.”  October 17, 2005.  Part of the Between the Fences exhibit.  Oakland, IL.  Sponsored by the Smithsonian Institute.
Participant, “Social Security Reform.”  November 2005.  Panel discussion sponsored by the Charleston, IL chapter of the AAUW.
Article reviewer, Political Research Quarterly.  2004-present.

Textbook reviewer, Longman Publishers. 2006-present.
College & University Service
Eastern Reads Program. Fall 2007.
Records & Registration Committee. AY 2007-08.

Panelist, “Climate Change,” Sciencefest. March 2007.

Panelist, “Engaging Our Students by Engaging our Community,” September 2006. Faculty Development.

Panelist, “Women and Academic Leadership,” Spring 2006. Pod-Cast for Pounce On-Line, sponsored by the Department of Journalism.

Faculty Fellow, 2006-present.

Judicial Board, 2005-2007, 1997-1999.

Parking Advisory Board, Spring 2006.

Truman Scholarship Committee.  1997-present (currently chair).

Faculty Mentor, 2005-06.
College of Sciences CU Release Committee.  2003-2004.

Textbook Rental Advisory Committee.  2002-2004.

College of Sciences Curriculum Committee.  1999-00, 2000-01 (vice-chair), 2001-02 (chair).

College of Sciences Dean’s Search Committee.  2001-02.

Expanding Your Horizons in Math & Sciences Presenter (Program aimed at encouraging middle school aged girls to explore careers in math, sciences, and social sciences)

“Vote for Me in 2000: Campaigning Through the Internet.”  2000.

“Gender Differences in Campaign Media Coverage.”  1999.

Chair, College of Sciences Scholars in Undergraduate Research Award Selection Committee.  1999.

General Education Assessment Committee.  1996-99.

Evaluator for Writing Competency Exam.  1996-99.

House of Delegates Member, UPI. 1996-97.

Women’s Advocacy Council.  1995-96.

Departmental Service:
Department Personnel Committee.  1996-97, 1999-00, 2000-01 (alternate),    2001-02 (chair), 2002-03 (chair), 2004-05 (chair), 2006-2007.
Department Grade Appeals Committee.  1998-99 (alternate), 2000-01 (alternate), 2003-04, 2005-06.
Undergraduate Curriculum and Assessment Committee.  1997-98, 1998-99,   1999-00 (chair), 2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 (chair), 2004-05 (chair, spring), 2005-06, 2006-2007.
Graduate Curriculum and Assessment Committee.  2000-01, 2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06.
Tenure Track Faculty Mentoring Committee. 2005-present.

Travel Committee. 2006-2007.

Tenure Track/ACF Search Committee:


ACF Comparative/International Relations. 2006.

American Politics (chair).  2005-06.

Public Law (chair).  2001-02.

Public Administration.  2000-01.

European/Russian Politics.  1999-00.

Public Administration.  1995-96.

Assessment Coordinator.  1996-2007.
Department Mentoring Committee.  2005-06.

Colloquium Coordinator.  2002-03.

Political Science Conference Committee.  2000 (co-chair), 2002.

Research Methods Curriculum Committee.  2002-03.

Research Protocols Committee.  2000-01.

Recruitment & Alumni Relations Committee.  1999-03.

Advisor, Political Science Association.  1997-01, 2002-03.

Advisor, Model Illinois Government.  1996-01.

Speakers and Special Events Committee.  2000-01, 2002-03, 2003-04.

Department By-Laws Committee.  1999-00, 2003-04, 2004-05.
Equipment and Instructional Technology Committee.  1999-00, 2002-03.

Department Computer Resource Person.  1995-00.

Department General Education Assessment Committee.  1995-97.
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