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Union Jack

Royal?, British? Extract of a letter from Capt. Thomas Reed 
(re: seizure of a French ship attempting to 
sail under both a French and Royal “jack,” 
Old England, 222 (30 July 1748), p. 1164

 Union Jack might seem to 
refer to the United 
Kingdom (est. 1800) or the 
Union of England and 
Scotland (est. 1707). But 
the union of English & 
Scottish crowns dates from 
1603 (James VI & I), and His 
Majesty’s Jack/flag flew 
from Royal Navy ships by 
the 1670s.



Union Jack, God Save the King & Rule 
Britannia!

 “Ship News,” The 
Times, 3896 (17 May 
1797), p. 4, has a 
“three-fer” with a 
mention of the Grand 
Fleet getting under 
weigh with union jack 
flying and band playing 
“Rule Britannia” and 
“God Save the King”!



John Arbuthnot’s History of John 
Bull (1712), a satire

H P, “Letter,” Examiner , 2, 24 (15 
May 1712), p. 245.

 John Bull is a real name, but in this 
work “John Bull was a small cloth 
merchant, embroiled in a law suit 
with his European neighbours, 
Nicholas Frog (the Dutch), Lewis 
Baboon (Louis Bourbon of France), 
Philip Baboon (the king of Spain), 
Esquire South (the Austrian 
archduke), Sister Peg (Scotland), 
and various others. Arbuthnot's 
work was a thinly veiled attack on 
whig foreign policy and on the 
financiers who were benefiting from 
English intervention in Europe.” Miles 
Taylor, ‘Bull, John (supp. fl. 1712–)’, Oxford 
Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford University 
Press, Sept 2004; online edn, May 2006 
[http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/68195, 
accessed 15 Feb 2010]



John Bull

English honest defeats Foreign 
Cunning.

“A Fable. The Lion, The Fox, 
The Ass, And The Devil (to the 
Tune of ‘Roast Beef’),” The 
Times, 2808 (17 Oct. 1793), p. 3. 

 “To the King and John Bull 
let us toss our glass…;

 May…cunning and braying 
for current ne’er pass,

 With honest John Bull of 
Old-England….”



“God Save the King” & “Rule Britannia”

 Drury-Lane Theatre 
Announcements, The 
Times, 4016 (17 Oct. 
1797), p. 2

 For a year or so around 
1797, Britain was the only 
combatant against 
France in the French 
Revolutionary Wars, 
1792-1802.  The martial 
patriotism/nationalism in 
Britain in that age is 
striking.



Church of England

 The Times, 2146 (6 Oct. 
1791), p. 3

 A debate on whether 
Anglicans or Dissenters 
(Protestant 
Nonconformists) have 
contributed more to 
the literature or the 
defense of the 
Constitution



Politics of the 18th-Century Church of 
England

 Observator, 7, 100 (29 Jan. 
1709), p. 635.

 The Anglican (C of E) clergy 
emphasized Divine Right and 
non-resistance to the 
monarch, so it is unsurprising 
that Tory Anglican clergy 
were accused of faking 
“submission to the 
Government since the 
Revolution.”  That is, the 
principles of the C of E before 
1688 worked against it (in 
many people’s eyes) after 
1689.



Parliaments

 “Great Britain.  The 
Proceedings of Parliament, 
continu’d until the end of 
the Session,” Historical 
Register, 4 (Oct. 1716), p. 
363.

 A discussion about the 
Triennial Law of 1694 (just 
repealed by the Septennial 
Act of 1715), allows the 
author to contrast “Abuses 
of Parliaments,” with “the 
Honour and Dignity of 
Parliaments.”



Parliaments, C of E, Monarchy

 ”The Restoration,”TheTimes, 
132 (30 May 1785), p. 3

 The 29th of May, birthday of 
Charles II and day of his 
triumphal re-entry into London 
in 1660, leads The Times to muse 
satirically how politicians don’t 
just remember the blessings of 
Episcopacy (C of E) and 
monarchy (which The Times
evidently endorses), but also call 
for Triennial Parliaments, 
parliamentary freedoms, low 
taxes, and even an end to 
attacks on shop-keepers (which 
The Times evidently doesn’t). 



British Parliaments?

 John Downie, “How the 
Scottish Union was 
Effected,” Scottish Review, 
20 (July 1892), p. 163.

 Consideration of Home 
Rule for Ireland in the 
1890s (trying to get rid of 
the Act of Union of 1800) 
leads the author to 
consider how the original 
Union of Scotland and 
England (1707) was put in 
place.



Guy Fawkes Day/Bonfire Night

The Times, 282 (4 Nov. 1793), p. 
1 (advertisement).

 A new “sketch” performed 
on 5 November.



Guy Fawkes as metaphor

“A Letter to the Right Honourable the Earl of Temple, 
on the Subject of the Forty-fifth Number of the North 
Briton; and on his Patronage of the supposed Author 
of it,” Critical Review, or, Annals of literature, 15 (May 
1763),  p. 404  The article attacks John 

Wilkes who would soon be 
judged guilty of seditious libel 
for publishing a critique of the 
government in his North 
Briton in April 1763.  Wilkes is 
attempting “like Guy Fawkes, 
to blow the nation into 
confusion and ruin…, rather 
than live in peace.”  Fawkes 
becomes a metaphor for 
destroying the peaceful and 
prosperous British status quo.



Cup of Tea & John Bull

 “Vive Le Roi!,” The Times, 2061 
(28 June 1791), p. 3

 The flight of the French King (he 
never got further than Varennes) 
resulted, according to this 
somewhat satirical story, in a 
supposed sighting of the French 
royal family at Dover.  Here, 
archetypical British characters 
claim they saw the French 
monarch: a jockey at Ascot, a 
middle class family having tea 
with them, and “honest John 
Bull” sheds tears for the royal 
children (British as honest, loyal 
to all monarchy, and just a little 
gullible).



Tea, Empire, and Social Class

“Epigram on a Cup of 
Tea spilt in a Lady's 
Lap,” Edinburgh 
Magazine, or, Literary 
amusement, 52 (12 April 
1781), p. 17



God Save the Queen/King

an early version in The Gentleman's Magazine, 15 
October 1745, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_Save_the_Queen

“An attempt to improve the Song God save the king 
p. 552, the former words having no merit but their 
loyalty,” Gentleman's Magazine, 15 (Dec. 1745), p.662 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Gentleman's_Magazine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_Save_the_Queen


Punch and Judy

Advertisement, The 
Times, 1662 (31  Aug. 
1790), p. 1



“Westminster Journal, March 20. Politicks in 
Miniature Or, the Humours of Punch's Resignation. A 
Tragi-comi-farcical-operatical Puppet-show,” Scots 
Magazine, 4 (March 1742) p.128

“A group of various characters it 
brings,

All statesmen, and all mov’d by 
secret springs….

…you see

The comic hero of the show in me….

Enobled by the title Punchinello.

Long o’er the state I’ve bore 
tyrannic sway,

And made the puppet herd my 
pow’r obey;

I bluster’d, laugh’d, swore, 
swagger’d, kick’d….

But now….

Playing the farce of statesman’s 
resignation.” 

(violent, mischievous Punch as 
Walpole.  Note: 1742 is the date of 
“Prime Minister” Sir Robert 
Walpole’s resignation from the 
Council and elevation to the House 
of Lords.)



Puppets, Prostitutes, and Alehouses: a 
low(est) class Britain?

The Times, 1043 (10 April 1788), 
p. 3

 “the gardens and hen-roosts 
of most of the inhabitants of 
Stepney were robbed.  The 
suspicion falls on the son of 
a…fellow of infamous 
character, who keeps an 
alehouse….

 “It is much to be regreted, 
that the Magistracy permit 
that house to be licensed, it 
being a receptacle for 
puppet-shews, and for 
prostitutes who meet there 
to dance.”



Football

 “kicked about some of their heads like 
footballs.” The Times, 475 (30 June 1786), p. 4

 A theatre as “the mere football of Fortune.” 
The Times, 4680 (31 Dec. 1799), p. 3

 “kick the bench of Bishops into the air like so 
many footballs.” The Times, 1607 (18 Feb. 
1790), p. 3



“Foot-Ball,” 
London Magazine, 
or, Gentleman's 
monthly 
intelligencer, 4 
(March 1735), p. 
151
“Now learn the 
emblem which the 
foot-ball brings,
Which shows the 
certain change of 
earthly things….
Some rais’d aloft 
come tumbling 
down amain….”



King James Bible (and Monarchy)

“Account of their 
Majesties Coronation,” 
Historical Register, 48 
(Oct. 1727), p.261.

I am guessing this is the 
Authorized Version 
(1611).  But it is brought 
into the coronation of 
King George II along 
with St. (King) Edward’s 
Crown and Scepter as 
the literal icons of 
British rule. 



Bibles and Society

The Times, 3720 (21 Oct. 1796), 
p. 2

The Times, 876 (17 Oct. 1787), 
p. 4 



“Cards Spiritualized,” The Times, 876 (17 Oct. 
1787), p. 4/“A Deck of Cards” (1940s, 1960s)

 "You see sir, when I look at the Ace, 
it reminds me that there is but one God,
and the deuce, reminds me that the bible is divided
into two parts, the old and the new testament.
When I see the trey, I think of the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost.
And when I see the four, I think of the four Evangelists who preached
the Gospel There was Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
And when I see the five, it reminds me of the five wise virgins
who trimmed their lamps, there were ten of them,
Five were wise and were saved, five were foolish,
and were shut out.
When I see the six, it reminds me that in six days,
God made this great Heaven and Earth.
When I see the seven, it reminds me that on the seventh day,
God rested from His great work.
And when I see the eight, I think of the eight righteous persons
God saved when he destroyed this Earth.
There was Noah, his wife, their three sons, and their wives.
And when I see the nine, I think of the lepers our Saviour cleansed,
and, nine out of the ten, didn't even thank him.
When I see the ten, I think of the ten commandments,
God handed down to Moses on a table of stone.
When I see the king, it reminds me that there is but one King of Heaven,
God Almighty.
And when I see the Queen, I think of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Who is Queen of Heaven, and the Jack of Knaves is the Devil.



Cricket

The Times 1666 (4 Sep. 1790), p. 4
“Court Circular (Court and Social),” The 
Times 847 (12 Sept. 1787), p. 3


