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EDUCATION

Ph.D. in Geography, Kansas State University, May 2001.


Dissertation: “Bevier Homecoming: The Anatomy of a Successful Grass Roots Festival.”

M.S. in Geography, Oklahoma State University, August 1997.


Thesis: “Apples to Watermelons: Geography of Show-Me-State Festivals.”

B.S. in Geography, Northwest Missouri State University, August 1995.

Senior Research: “Missouri Constitutional Amendment 7 (Hancock II): A Spatial Analysis.”

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Assistant Professor of Geography, Eastern Illinois University. 2003 – Present

Visiting Assistant Professor of Geography, Southwest Missouri State University. 2000-2003

Geography Graduate Teaching Assistant, Kansas State University. 1997-2000

Instructor of Geography, Highland Community College. 1999-2000

Instructor of Geography, Emporia State University. 1998-1999

Instructor of Geography, Kansas State University Department of Continuing Education, Fort Riley, KS.  1997.

Historic Preservation /Geography Graduate Research Assistant, Oklahoma State University.  1996-1997.

Geography Graduate Teaching Assistant.  Oklahoma State University.  1995-1996.

COURSES TAUGHT

Cultural Geography






Economic Geography

Human Impact on the Environment




Geography of Africa

Seminar: Geography of Popular Culture




Geography of Europe
World Regional Geography 





Fundamentals of Tourism
World Regional Tourism





Introduction to Meteorology

Earth Science for Elementary Teachers





Study Abroad to Germany, Poland, Czech Republic, and Austria



Senior Seminar: Spaceship Earth
Atmosphere for Natural Science Teachers – Graduate Level

TEACHNG INTERESTS

Cultural/Human Geography





Tourism and Recreation

Regional Geography






Rural Economic Development

Meteorology







NEW COURSE DEVELOPMENT

Geography of Europe – Spring 2006

Geography of Tourism – To be taught in Spring 2009
Geography of Popular Culture – Fall 2005
Study Abroad to Germany, Poland, Czech Republic, and Austria – Summer 2006.

FIELD TRIPS

Co-Led with Dr. John Stimac a trip to Death Valley, CA.  Fall 2005 and Fall 2006
Study Abroad to Germany, Poland, Czech Republic, and Austria – Summer 2006, Planned Summer 2008
RESEARCH INTERESTS

Cultural Geography





Rural Community Development
Geography of Tourism and Recreation



Geography of Festivals

Regional Studies on the Midwest and Great Plains


PUBLICATIONS

Davis, James A, Michael Cornebise, Mallory White, and Laura Giboo.  “The Impact of Amish Tourism in East-Central Illinois.”  Pennsylvania Geographer.   Fall 2008.

DeBres, Karen J. and James A. Davis. “Celebrating Group and Place Identity: A Case Study of a New Regional Festival.”  Tourism Geographies.  August 2001.

Davis, James A.  “The Bevier Homecoming: An Anatomy of a Successful Grass-Roots Festival.”  Doctoral Dissertation.  Kansas State University.  May 2001.

DeBres, Karen J, James A. Davis, and Nancy Leathers.  “World Regional Lab Manual.” Kansas State University.  September 1997.

Carney, George O, Brad A. Bays, James A. Davis, and Melinda Hoskin.  “Reconnaissance Level Survey of Four Western Oklahoma Towns.”  Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office.  1997.

Davis, James A.  “Apples to Watermelons: A Geography of Show-Me State Festivals.”  Masters Thesis.  Oklahoma State University.  August 1997.

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
Davis, James A.  “Where the Magic Began: Place Promotion Using Hometown Heroes.”
Davis, James A, Michael Cornebise, and John Stimac.  “ Planning a Successful Study Abroad Course.”
RESEARCH WITH STUDENTS

Davis, James A, Michael Cornebise, Giboo, Laura, and Mallory White.  “The Impact of Amish Tourism in East-Central Illinois.”  Fall 2005-Present.

Davis, James A. and Adam Proctor. “The Geography of Division I-AA Football Recruiting Patterns.”  Fall 2006-Spring 2007.

Davis, James A. and Greg Roberts.  “Land Use Change and Suburban Sprawl in the Collar Counties of Chicago, IL.  Fall 2005-Spring 2006.
Davis, James A. and Sherry Cribbett.  “A Spatial Analysis of Ethnic Festivals in the Midwest.”


Fall 2005-Spring 2006.

STUDENT RESEARCH GRANTS

Adam Proctor:  Grace Markwell Meier Research Award, Eastern Illinois University.  Spring 2007

Mallory White: SURE Grant Award.  Spring 2006

Mallory White:  Grace Markwell Meier Research Award, Eastern Illinois University.  Fall 2005.

Greg Roberts:  Grace Markwell Meier Research Award, Eastern Illinois University.  Fall 2005.
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS

April 2008.  “Planning a Successful Study Abroad Course.”  Panel Discussion at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  Boston, MA.

April 2008:  “From Asia to Latin America:  The Globalization of America’s National Pastime.”  Poster presented at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  Boston, MA.  

October 2007:  “Teaching Geography in Europe: Planning a Short-Term Study Abroad.”  Paper presented at the National Meeting of the National Council for Geographic Education.  Oklahoma City, OK.
April 2007:  “Amish Tourism Promotion in East-Central Illinois.”  Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Illinois Geographical Society.  Charleston, IL.
October 2006: “Amish Tourism Promotion in East-Central Illinois.”  Paper presented at the West Lakes/Great Plains Regional Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Lincoln, NE.
March 2006.  “Where the Magic Began: Place Promotion Using Hometown Heroes.”  Paper presented at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Chicago, IL.

October 2004: “Where the Magic Began: Place Promotion Using Hometown Heroes.” Paper presented at the West Lakes Regional Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Oshkosh, WI.

March 2004:  “Welcome Signs: Creating a Sense of Place in Midwestern Communities.” Paper presented at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  Philadelphia, PA.

March 2003:  “The Development of Soccer in the United States: Past, Present and Future.”  Paper presented at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  

New Orleans, LA.

March 2000:  “Modeling a Successful Rural Festival: A Comparison of Four Missouri Communities.”  Paper presented at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  New York, NY.

September 2000.  “Kansas Through the Eyes of Kansans II: Sense of Inferior Place?”  Paper presented at the Great Plains/Rocky Mountain Regional Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  Provo, UT.

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS (cont.)

April 2000.  “Bevier Homecoming:  The Anatomy of a Successful Grass-Roots Festival.”  Paper presented at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  Pittsburgh, PA.

October 1999.  “A Qualitative Evaluation of a New Regional Festival.”  Paper presented at the Sustaining Rural Environments: Issues in Globalization, Migration, and Tourism Conference.  Flagstaff. AZ.

September 1999.  “Welcome Signs: Creating a Sense of Place in Rural Communities.”  Paper presented at the Kansas Academy of Science Meeting.  Manhattan, KS.

September 1998.  “The Role of Festivals in Rural Missouri.”  Paper presented at the Great Plains/Rocky Mountain Regional Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.

Lawrence, KS.

April 1997.  “Apples to Watermelons: A Geography of Show-Me State Festivals.”  Poster presented at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  Fort Worth, TX.

April 1995.  “Missouri Constitutional Amendment 7 (Hancock II): A Spatial Analysis.”  Paper presented at the Missouri Academy of Science.  Maryville, MO.

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS BY STUDENTS

April 2007.  “Geography of Recruiting Patterns for NCAA Championship Subdivision Football.”  Poster presented by Adam Proctor at the Annual Meeting of the Illinois Geographical Society.  Charleston, IL.
March 2006.  “The Impact of Amish Tourism in East-Central Illinois.”  Poster presented by Mallory White at the National Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, Chicago, IL.

March 2006.  “Land Use Change and Suburban Sprawl in the Collar Counties of Chicago, IL.”  Poster presented by Greg Roberts at the National Meeting of the Association of the American Geographers, Chicago, IL.

GUEST LECTURES

October 2006.  “Latin American Pastimes: A Geographic Perspective.”  Paper presented during Latino Heritage Month.  Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL.

April 2000.  “Bevier Homecoming:  The Anatomy of a Successful Grass-Roots Festival.”  Kansas State University.  Manhattan, KS.

CHAIRED SESSIONS

April 2007.  Chair of the Historical and Cultural Geography of the Broader Midwest Session at the annual meeting of the Illinois Geographical Society.  Charleston, IL.

April 2000.  Chair of the Tourism and Rural Communities Session at the national meeting of the Association of American Geographers.  Pittsburgh, PA.

April 1999:  Chair of the Cultural/Historical Geography Session at the Kansas Academy of Science. Manhattan, KS.

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

Member of the College of Science Curriculum Committee:  Fall 2007-Present

Fall 2008 Served as Vice-Chair
Member of the Judicial Affairs Board: Eastern Illinois University.  Fall 2004-Spring 2006; Fall 2008-Present.

Member of the Intercollegiate Athletics Board:  Eastern Illinois University:  Fall 2005-Spring 2008
Member of the SURE Grant Award Committee: Eastern Illinois University: Spring 2005-Spring 2007.


Chair of the SURE Grant Award Committee:  Spring 2007

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

Member of the Departmental Curriculum Committee.  Fall 2007-Present.

Member of the Geography Program Curriculum Committee:  Department of Geology and Geography, Eastern Illinois University.  Fall 2004-Present.

Member of the Geography Assessment Committee:  Department of Geology and Geography, Eastern Illinois University.  Fall 2004-Present.

Member of the Department Strategic Planning Committee:  Fall 2007-Present.

Member of the Geography Departmental Awards Committee, Eastern Illinois University: Fall 2004-Present.

Member of the Special Events/Alumni Relationships Committee:  Department of Geology and Geography, Eastern Illinois University.  Fall 2004-Present.

Represented the Department of Geology and Geography/College of Sciences at the Homecoming Alumni Bar-B-Q. Fall 2004 and 2005.

Represented the Department of Geology and Geography at University Open Houses, Eastern Illinois University:  Fall 2003-Present.

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE (cont.)

Co-Develop Department of Geology and Geography Recruitment Materials, Eastern Illinois University:  Fall 2005-Present. 

Co-organized the Annual Meeting of the Illinois Geographical Society.  Spring 2007.

Member of the Geology and Geography Department Grade Appeals Committee.  Fall 2005-Spring 2007.

Represented the Department of Geology and Geography at Commencement.  Spring 2004 and Spring 2007.
Recorder for Departmental Meetings: Fall 2005-Spring 2006.
Departmental Mentor to Mr. Brett Anderson Fall 2005-Present.
OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Board Member:  Recreation, Tourism, and Sport Specialty Group of the Association of American Geographers.  Spring 2003 - Spring 2005.  Responsibilities included: the organization of RTS sessions at national meetings and the judging of student paper competitions.
COMMUNITY SERVICE

Committee Member:  City of Charleston Tourism Board:  Fall 2004-Present

Committee Member:  Christmas in the Heart of Charleston Festival.  Fall 2003-Present.  Responsibilities included advertising, publicity, and organizing the Christmas Parade.

Committee Member:  Charleston Soccer League Board.  Fall 2007-Present

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AWARDS, HONORS

Association of American Geographers:  1996-Present.

National Council for Geographic Education:  2007-Present

Gamma Theta Upsilon Geographical Honor Society:  1994-Present.

Missouri Academy of Science, Collegiate Division, Social and Behavioral Sciences I, 2nd Place, 1995.

