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Spanish FLS 1101

Elementary Spanish I

Fall 2007


Dr. Kristin Routt




www.ux1.eiu.edu/~cfker

e-mail: keroutt@eiu.edu



Office: CH 1371, 581-7420
Office hours: MTWF 2:00-2:50 and by appointment and walk-in basis 

 

Required texts:
Davis, Robert L. et al.  Entrevistas: An Introduction to Language and Culture.  2nd ed.  Boston: McGraw Hill, 2005.

Workbook—Manual de Práctica que acompaña Entrevistas: Primera Parte.  You must purchase this workbook at the bookstore in the Union.  There are also copies available to check out for in-lab use in the language lab (CH 1150).
Course Description:  First semester of a two-semester course in which speaking, listening, reading, writing and culture are emphasized. Please note: If you have had 2 years of Spanish in high school and received a grade of “C” or higher, you might not receive credit for this class.

Grade components:

Chapter tests (6 @ 7%)

42%

Final exam


 
 7%

Quizzes and graded 
in-class activities

18%

Homework—Manual

12%

Homework—Textbook
  
 6%

Participation



15%

Homework--Manual:  Daily practice and study are the keys to success in a language course.  Every day in class, you will learn something new that builds on what you already know.  The amount of new material is small, but it assumes you have mastered the material from the day before.  For this reason, you have a written homework assignment every day to guide you through the text and to prepare you for class activities.  Since you have explanations in English in your text that you study before class, I will conduct class mainly in Spanish.  If you don’t hear Spanish in your Spanish classroom, where else will you hear it?  As with any university course, expect to spend 2 hours each night before class on homework and studying.  I will collect homework from the Manual on the dates indicated on the syllabus.  On these days, I will ask for 5-7 of the workbook activities listed on the syllabus since the date that homework was last collected.   Because you do not know which activities I will collect, you must complete all assignments in such a way that they may be turned in when requested (neatly written out in the workbook or on a clean sheet of paper).  These homework assignments are worth 12% of your final grade.  
Homework—Textbook:  Additionally, I will randomly collect activities from the textbook on unannounced days to make sure everyone is keeping up.  These assignments will be worth 6% of your course grade.  Since you do not know the days I will ask for this homework, you must complete all assignments neatly on your own paper.  There are no make-ups for randomly collected homework assignments.
Policy concerning late homework:  Homework is due during class when I request it (not after class and not in my office or mailbox).  Since the homework is meant to prepare students for class activities, it is pointless to turn in the homework after the day it is assigned and discussed.  For this reason, no late homework assignments will be accepted without written, verifiable documentation from a medical professional (usually, a note from Human Services/health clinic saying that you were too sick to come to class.)  To be fair to classmates and to me, there are no exceptions to this rule.

Tests and Quizzes:  There will be a test over each chapter in the text.  You will also take several quizzes throughout the semester.  Quizzes are usually brief (10-20 minutes) and may be announced or unannounced (“pop”).  We may also do written activities together during class that will count as a quiz grade (“graded in-class activities”).
Policy concerning make-ups for tests and quizzes: Students are expected to take all quizzes and tests at the appointed time.  Make-ups of quizzes and exams given after the class has taken them will NOT be given except in the most extreme cases (verifiable illness, hospitalization, injury accident, etc).  I will approve make-ups in these cases ONLY when the student notifies me prior to or during the class period when the exam or quiz takes place (send me an e-mail or call 581-7420).  Unexcused absences from any activity will incur a grade of zero (0) and may not be made up.  

Class participation and preparation: Because language students must be active and engaged in class in order to be successful, you will be doing many activities in class in which you interact with your classmates to practice what we have learned.  If you don’t speak Spanish in your Spanish class, where will you speak it?  When a student comes to class unprepared, s/he is often unable to participate fully in these group activities and pulls down the quality of the interactions, keeping her/his classmates from achieving the goals of the activities.

Participation in class includes coming to class with your homework completed, volunteering in class discussions, asking and responding to questions, and being pivotal to completing group tasks.  Activities that negatively affect your participation grade include coming to class without your homework, failing to contribute to class discussions, sitting passively during group work, arriving late, “popping out” during class, absence from class, failing to turn off your cell phone ringer before class, and leaving early.  

Policies concerning attendance and tardiness: For each unexcused absence over four, 2% will be deducted from your final course grade.  Every three late arrivals will be considered one absence.  I will excuse an absence in the case of a medical problem or death in the family.  In both cases, I require verifiable documentation.  Notes from medical clinics must indicate not only that you were there, but that you were too sick to attend class.  In the case of excessive excused absences, I may require additional written work to make up the lost class time.

Academic misconduct:  As stated in the EIU undergraduate catalogue, “it is assumed that students will honor the tradition of academic honesty”.  All written work (including homework) must be your own.  Any suspected breach of academic honesty will be dealt with according to the provisions outlined in the Student Conduct Code.
Tutoring: During most hours that the language lab is open, there is a tutor available for you to consult when you are having problems (in addition to seeing me in office hours).  This is a fabulous opportunity unavailable at most universities—check the schedule on the language lab door (Coleman 1150) and take advantage of this extra help!

Grading Scale  (percent)             

A  = 90-100     B  = 80-89     C  = 70-79     D  = 60-69     F = 0-59

Students with Disabilities

“Appropriate academic support is available for students with a documented disability.  Please notify the instructor and contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) for further information.”

Schedule

How to read this schedule: Homework listed for the day is to be completed the night before to bring to class.  An “(l)” listed after a workbook exercise means that it is a “language lab” exercise.  Go to the last page of the syllabus to see how to complete these exercises, and we will talk more about them in class!
Date        Read and study             Exercises 
           Exercises from 

                 from textbook               from text                 workbook  

	20 Aug
	Introducción
	
	

	21 Aug
	1-3
	2B Paso 2, 3C
	

	22 Aug
	4-9
	7A, B & C
	

	24 Aug
	10-13
	10A Paso 1, 12A & B
	1A, 1B (including Paso 2 at top of page 2), 2B(l) 

	
	
	
	

	27 Aug
	14-18


	15 Análisis estructural
	2A(l), 2B(l), 4G, 6B

	28 Aug
	19-21 

Homework from Manual due
	19 A
	7A(l), 8B, 9E, 9F

	29 Aug
	22-28
	27 A & B
	10D(l), 12D(l), 12F, 13-14I(Pasos 1-3)(l)

	31 Aug
	29-31
	
	15-16 “Clínica de gramática,” 16 A(l),16B, 16C, 17A(l), 18E

	
	
	
	

	3 Sept
	NO HAY CLASE (
	
	

	4 Sept
	REPASO
	
	19 “Análisis cultural”

	5 Sept
	**********************
	EXAMEN
	CAPITULO 1

	7 Sept
	34-40
	36A, 39A
	23A Paso 2 (5 sentences),24B

	
	
	
	

	10 Sept
	41-44A
	41A
	24A, 25B(l), 26E, 25C

	11 Sept
	44-48

Homework from Manual due
	45 “Análisis structural,” 45A, 47A
	28H, 30C(l), 30D(l)

	12 Sept
	48-52
	52 C & D
	31A Paso 1(l), 32C, 33F

	14 Sept
	53-56
	55A
	37A (Pasos 1-2)(l), 38B, 39D

	
	
	
	

	17 Sept
	57-61
	58A, 60A
	40C(l), 41A(l), 42B

	18 Sept
	REPASO
	
	45A(l), 45D, 46 “Análisis cultural”

	19 Sept
	***********************
	EXAMEN
	CAPITULO 2

	21 Sept
	64-70
	67B (1 relation per item), 69A Paso 1, 70D
	49A Paso 1, 50C


	24 Sept
	71-75
	73A, 75D (Do not repeat expressions)
	50A (Pasos 1-2), 51B(l), 51C (Pasos 1-2)(l)

	25 Sept
	75-80

Homework due from Manual due
	76A, 79A
	54D(l), 54A, 56E

	26 Sept
	80-83
	81A (3 verbs per category), 81B(5 sent.)
	57A(l), 58C(l)

	28 Sept
	84-86
	85B (Just conjugate the verbs.)
	60C(l), 61D, 61E

	
	
	
	

	1 Oct
	87-89
	88A (Answer for Ecuador, not for U.S), 89B
	64A(l), 67D (a 5-sentence paragraph-not a list of sentences)

	2 Oct
	REPASO
	
	66A(l), 67 “Análisis cultural”

	3 Oct
	**********************
	EXAMEN
	CAPITULO 3

	5 Oct
	92-97
	95A, 95 C Paso 1 (5 quest.), 97A
	71A Pasos 1&2, 72 B 

	
	
	
	

	8 Oct
	98-103
	102Análisis estructural, 103B
	74B(l), 76F, 76G

	9 Oct
	103-06

Homework from Manual due
	105A, 106 “Análisis cultural”
	“Clínica de gramática” 79, 80A(l), 81D 

	10 Oct
	108-11
	109B, C
	82A Paso 1(l), 82B, 83C Pasos 1-2

	12 Oct
	NO HAY CLASE (
	
	

	
	
	
	

	15 Oct
	112-14
	113 “Análisis estructural,” 113A
	85B(l), 85C Pasos 1-2(l), 86E

	16 Oct
	116-18
	117A, B
	89A Paso 1(l), 90C (No repitas verbos—continues on p. 91)

	17 Oct
	REPASO
	
	93-94 “Análisis cultural”

	19 Oct
	****************
	EXAMEN
	CAPITULO 4

	
	
	
	

	22 Oct
	120-26
	123A&B, 125A
	98B Pasos 1-2

	23 Oct
	127-30
	130 A & B
	100A, 101F

	24 Oct
	130-33

Homework due
	131A, 132C
	104A(l), 105C

	26 Oct
	135-38
	135A, 137A
	106A (Pasos 1&2), 107B

	
	
	
	

	29 Oct
	139-42
	141A, 142B
	109B, 109-10C(complete sent)

	30 Oct
	142-45
	144 “Análisis structural”
	113C(l), 115B, 115D

	31 Oct
	146-49
	148A&B
	116 “Clínica de gramática,” 116A, 117B(l)

	2 Nov
	REPASO
	
	118-19 “Análisis cultural” 

	
	
	
	

	5 Nov
	*************
	EXAMEN
	CAPITULO 5 

	6 Nov
	152-59
	157B
	121-22B Pasos 1-3

	7 Nov
	160-64
	163A
	123A Paso 1(l), 125C Pasos 1-2

	9 Nov
	165-67

Homework due
	166 “Análisis estructural”
	128C, 129A(l), B, C

	
	
	
	

	12 Nov
	169-74
	170A, 173B Pasos 1-2 (2 sent.)
	130-31 “Clínica de gramática,” 131ª

	13 Nov
	175-79
	178A
	133A(l), 134C, 134D, 135E

	14 Nov
	177-78
	179C
	136C(l), 137D(l)

	16 Nov
	180-82
	181A
	137-38 “Clínica de gramática,” 138A(l), 138B, 139C&D

	
	
	
	

	19-23 Nov
	NO HAY CLASE
	
	¡Vamos a comer pavo!

	
	
	
	

	26 Nov
	REPASO
	
	140 “Análisis cultural”

	27 Nov
	****************
	EXAMEN
	CAPITULO 6

	28 Nov
	184-91
	187B, 190A
	144C

	30 Nov
	192-96
	196A&B
	145A(l), 145C(l), 146E

	
	
	
	


	3 Dec
	197-201

Homework due
	198 “Análisis structural,” 201
	149A(l), 149C, 151G

	4 Dec
	203-07
	204A, 204B 
	152A, 152B(l), 153E

	5 Dec
	208-11
	”Análisis estructural” on pp. 209 & 211
	155C(l), 157C(l), 157D(l), 160 “Análisis cultural” 

	7 Dec
	REPASO
	
	


Final exam:  Below are the dates for the finals.  You may request to take the final with the section in which you are not registered, and I will honor the request as long as there is enough classroom space.
10:00 section: Thursday, December 13, 10:15-12:15  
3:00 section: Wednesday, December 12, 2:45-4:45
Remember: Don’t throw away your workbook—you may need the last chapter in it for 1102!

A Note on the Use of Spanish in the Classroom

Most language instructors choose to start using the target language (for us, Spanish) in the classroom right away.  Yes, even in the first semester.  Yes, even on the first day of class.  Why do we do this?
Your time in your Spanish classroom is likely different from that in some of your other classes.  One of the principle goals of your Spanish class is that you acquire a skill—that of expressing yourself in Spanish.  Take a moment to think about how you have mastered certain skills:  
· How did you learn how to ride a bike?  Did your parents make you read a textbook on “Cycling for First Graders” before you hopped on a bike? 
· How did you learn how to use many of the computer applications you use?  Did you take several hours to read a “User’s Manual to Facebook” or an “Instruction Manual for Instant Messaging” before sitting down at the computer?  

· How did you learn how to speak English?

Just as you wouldn’t learn how to ride a bike by spending hours reading a book about riding a bike, you will not learn how to express yourself in Spanish simply by reading English explanations about Spanish.  Like other skills, you will only improve your ability to communicate in Spanish by practicing the skill—in our case, by speaking and hearing Spanish in class.  
No matter how many Spanish textbooks you read, the first time you try to express yourself in Spanish will always seem a little scary.  I sympathize—I started learning Spanish in a college classroom just like you!  For most of you, though, your time in Spanish class is your only opportunity to speak and hear Spanish, and we need to make as effective use of that opportunity as possible.  For that reason, our best use of class time is interacting in Spanish as much as possible.  Keep these tips in mind as you start trying to speak Spanish:
· Be willing to take risks.  This means being willing to plunge right in, give it your best shot, and TRY to say what you want to say in Spanish.  Conquer your fear of making mistakes and your shyness.  You will make mistakes as you try to communicate in class in Spanish.  That’s ok!  As you hear, read and speak Spanish, your brain will begin to naturally correct these mistakes. 
· Trust me to use language appropriate for your level.  I don’t speak the same Spanish to you as I do to my friends from Central America.  Some of the “tricks” that we language instructors use to get our point across to our students include the use of: vocabulary and language I know we have studied, cognates (words that sound and are spelled like their English equivalents), hand gestures, repetition, and multiple examples.  Also, you should trust me that anything urgent (the day and format of a quiz, for example) I will communicate at least once to you in English.
· Don’t be intimidated if you don’t understand every single word.  If you effortlessly understand everything I say, you should be in a more advanced class.  If you only get the gist or “main idea,” you’re doing fine.   Participating fully in a language class takes mental effort—if you are truly engaged during Spanish class, you should leave class with your brain feeling a little tired (that’s those language neurons growing!)
· Le
How to Access the Lab Exercises 
On the “Schedule” section of your syllabus (pp. 4-7), some of the homework assignments under the last column (“Exercises from the Workbook”) have an “l” next to them.  The “l” means “lab.”  These are listening exercises.  To complete them, you can either:
· go to the language lab (CH 1150) with your workbook and check out the CD that corresponds to the chapter we are working on.  You listen to the CD using the headphones at a computer station and complete the exercises while you are in the lab.

· or, go to any computer and go to the website of the publisher of the textbook.  You can either use the link that I intend to e-mail you or go to:

 http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0072558563/student_view0/index.html
· Once you get to this page (the Entrevistas “On-line Learning Center”), use the blue drop-down menu on the left to choose the chapter you are working on.
· A drop-down menu with resources from the chapter will appear.  Go to the bottom and choose “Laboratory Audio Program.”

· A menu in the middle of the page will appear with the names of the exercises.  

· Look at your syllabus and decide which exercise marked “l” you want to do.  Open your workbook and find that page and exercise, and look at the title of the exercise.  Match the title of the exercise in the workbook to one of the titles on the computer screen, click on the title, and enjoy your virtual language lab experience![image: image1.png]



